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Introduction 

Within the framework of the UN Food Systems Summit Dialogues, on 10th February 2021, the 
Green Agriculture Youth Organization (GAYO) in collaboration with Climate Smart Agriculture 
Youth Network (CSAYN), the Africa Europe Foundation and the Global Alliance for Climate 
Smart Agriculture convened an online High-Level Independent Food Systems Summit Dialogue 
on the “ROLE OF WOMEN & YOUTH AS AN ENABLER TO TRANSFORMING FOOD 
SYSTEMS & ENHANCING THE DECADE OF ACTION IMPLEMENTATION IN AFRICA”. 

The Dialogue brought together over 168 participants (mostly youth & women) across three 
continents (Africa, Asia & America) and comprised of two sessions: plenary (keynote addresses) 
and four breakout sessions involving parallel panel discussions. 

The plenary session was an opportunity for key stakeholders to set the tone for the Dialogue by 
highlighting the UN Food Systems Summit 2021 as the launch-pad for bold new actions that will 
transform the way the world produces and consumes food, delivering progress on all 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

They outlined thematic issues for consideration at the Dialogue, stressing on the critical need to 
engage the youth and women if the agenda to transform food systems and deliver on the 2030 
SDGs is to be realized. 

During the breakout sessions, participants were divided into four groups and each assigned to one 
of the four topics that focus on the theme of the Dialogue. Each group was also assigned a 
moderator. 

The Plenary 

The event moderator Ms.  Margarita Astralaga, Senior Environmental Sustainability Advisor 
and Former Director of the Environment, Climate, Gender and Social Inclusion Division of IFAD 
opened the session, welcomed all participants and gave opportunity for opening remarks. 

Mr. Ntiokam Divine, UN Food Systems Champion - Founder & Managing Director, CSAYN, in 
his remarks thanked all the development agencies’ representatives and Ambassadors who 
participated and highlighted the importance of summit dialogues as a unique opportunity for all 
voices to be heard. 

Dr. Martin Frick, Deputy to the Special Envoy for the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit, expressed 
his gratitude in seeing so much engagement towards food systems and stressed the need to 
critically look at the transformation of food systems if we want to achieve the SDGs by 2030. He 
also highlighted that the Food Systems Summit is the people’s summit and that everyone’s voice 
must be heard. He stressed that young people have a particular role to play in bringing all 
stakeholders together to speak about their food systems, identify what the issues are and develop 
joint solutions. “If we only gave women the same opportunities and chances as men, we could 
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boost agricultural productivity significantly even without additional inputs. Empowering women 
is a very strong climate solution,” he reiterated. Dr. Frick ended his remarks by highlighting a set 
of engagement possibilities within the Summit’s architecture, the key one being the Food Systems 
Community, an open space to foster meaningful discussions, brings people together and bridge 
communities of practice. 

Dr. Janet Edeme, Head of Division, Rural Economy, in the Department of Rural Economy and 
Agriculture of the African Union Commission in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia emphasized the fact that 
the most needed transformation in Africa’s Food Systems cannot be attained without the energy 
and efforts of African youth and women. She stressed “Aspiration 6 of the AU Agenda 2063” 
which emphasizes that development should be people-driven, relying on the potential of African 
people particularly women and youth. She also highlighted that the 10-year implementation plan 
of the Agenda 2063 has set a target to increase youth and women participation in integrated 
agricultural value chains by 30%. Dr. Janet called on concerted efforts of all stakeholders in 
ensuring Africa produces food sustainably to feed its growing population, and youth and women 
can be champions in re-engineering this ambition. To her, promoting technologies and 
mechanization is vital. In conclusion, she emphasized that sustainable Food Systems where women 
and youth play active role can only be achieved when an enabling environment that ensures 
inclusivism in the delivery of key services such as extension, finance and credits as well as access 
to inputs and markets is in place.  

Ms. Christine Ciccone, Special Advisor - Food Systems Summit, IFAD summarized IFAD’s role 
in ensuring the transformation of rural communities and contributions to the work of the Food 
Systems Summit. She provided background information on the interconnectivity of the 5 Summit’s 
Action Tracks with peculiar attention on Track 4 which focuses on the need of indigenous people, 
women and youth and solution that could be tailored to be more inclusive. In her remarks, Christine 
reiterated the fact that the transformation of the food systems need to enhance all three dimensions 
of the livelihood, nutrition and environmental triangle of outcomes. “We must avoid transforming 
Food Systems at the expense of the rural poor,” said Christine. She stressed on the need for full 
integration of rural development agenda to food systems transformation agenda and said food 
systems have significantly untapped potential to provide opportunities for enhancing livelihood 
for the rural poor people. She highlighted the fact that small scale agriculture remain critical for 
food systems transformation and that investing in youth is key in ensuring that they become the 
drivers in food systems transformations. She also underscored the need to reshape food systems, 
ensuring gender considerations are mainstreamed, women are empowered from the beginning 
along with a combination of improved knowledge, sound policies, regulations and investments 
from production to consumption continuum. She concluded that we need to rethink the role of 
women as producers and consumers, to move from ‘what’ are women contributions to agriculture 
to ‘how’ food and agricultural systems can contribute to better empower women to do what they 
can do best. 
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Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel, FAO’s Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for 
Africa, acknowledged the barriers faced by rural women and youth within the agri-food sectors. 
He stressed that women and youth are not just enablers but key actors for food systems 
transformation. Dr. Abebe highlighted some of the opportunities that could drive agro-foods 
systems in Africa citing; a growing food markets, operationalization of the African Free 
Continental Trade Area and the increased use of technologies as examples. He said these offer new 
opportunities to modernize agri-food systems and for remunerative employment and 
entrepreneurship.  He stressed that it’s urgent to take action towards gender equality and women 
empowerment with renewed purpose and imagination. Dr. Abebe also shared some of FAO’s work 
and activities. He cited the Opportunity for Youth in Africa program, which aims at  providing 
opportunities for capacity development, increase access to resources, improved stakeholders 
correlation and facilitate the generation, dissemination and exchange of knowledge and expertise. 
He further shared FAO’s work in promoting inclusive business models in Africa’s agri-foods value 
chains. He ended his remarks by reiterating FAO’s continuous commitment to work with all 
stakeholders and partners to support transformative changes that are required to strengthen agri-
food systems that create and expand opportunities for employment and entrepreneurships for 
women and youth in Africa.   

H.E Médi Moungui, Senior Diplomat, Deputy Permanent Representative of Cameroon to FAO, 
IFAD and WFP, urged all participants to yield to the UN Secretary General’s call in transforming 
our food systems. He highlighted the demographic challenges, the increasing impacts of the 
COVID 19 pandemic on younger populations and some of the obstacles inhibiting the achievement 
of the full potential of youth and women. He stressed the need of bold and accelerated solutions in 
combating these challenges.   

H.E Stéphane Gompertz, Former French Ambassador to Ethiopia, Special Envoy to Africa and 
the Middle East for COP 21 and current Advisor to Investisseurs et Partenaires, an Impact 
Investment Fund in Africa, attested he is a strong believer in the future of Africa. He highlighted 
concrete evidence suggesting an increasing number of young African entrepreneurs compared to 
other continents. He highlighted three major challenges facing young African entrepreneurs that 
is lack of micro and mesofinance, transitioning from informal to formal sector and the 
transformation of income generating activities into productive businesses. He shared two success 
stories of youth-owned companies called La Laiterie du Berger (The Sheperd's diary), founded by 
Bagoré-Xavier Bathily in Senegal and Idée Féminine, founded by Souradja Abdou Assouma in 
Niger and insisted youth led companies should be supported in areas that wouldn’t only increase 
profitability but also improve the environment, governance, social relations, employment, 
vocational training and equality between men and women. 

H.E. Ertharin Cousin, Visiting Scholar at the Stanford University Center on Food Security and 
the Environment and Former Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), stated that 
she joined the event as recognition of the work that is necessary to transform the food systems. 
She highlighted that it’s imperative to understand where we are today to see clearly and 
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realistically where we must go tomorrow. She stressed that transforming Africa’s agriculture 
requires a plethora of actions, such as well deployed adequately financed, innovative paradigm 
shifting solutions and not high-tech solutions but solutions more like mobile funds, extension 
services, training with support from women and youth in both ends of the line from providers of 
information to recipient of knowledge and solutions including increased digital marketing and 
monitoring of regional market. She concluded that transformation of food systems has to ensure 
not to leave half the population behind. 
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Panel discussion breakouts 

Four parallel panel discussions characterized the event and had the following outcomes: 

 Session 1: Kenya, East Africa; Challenges Facing Youth Engagement in Agriculture in Kenya  

The session was moderated by Mr. Morris Kirimi /Dr. Mary Nyasimi with Dr. Florence Egal, Mr. 
Edson Mpyisi, Ms. Jane Lowicki-Zucca, Ms.Tendai Rugare, Dr. Camilla Toulmin and Mr. 
Raphael Danglade as panelists. 

The following are some of the outcomes of the session: 

 -Understanding of challenges facing the youth in agriculture. 

 Importance of national policies in promoting participation of youth in agriculture 

 -Highlighting measures to be taken in addressing challenges facing the youth in agriculture 

 

Session 2: Nigeria, West Africa; Adaptive Approaches for Food Systems Sustainability in Nigeria 

The session was designed to explore better approaches to ensure food systems sustainability in 
Nigeria. It was moderated by Mr. Azeez Akanni with Dr. Adebisi Araba, Ms. Aline Mugisho, 
Samson Ogbole and Pauline Christian as speakers 
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The following are the key outcomes of the session: 
 

 There should be a thorough understanding of the Agric value chain for a better food 
system 

 
 Adaptive measures enhance adequate replication to ensure sustainable results all the time. 

 
 There's need for strong collaboration and Synergy between all actors across the entire 

value chain 
 

 There should be urgent attention by the policy makers around policies that drives small 
scale farmers’ productivity. 

 
Session 3: Venezuela, Latin America; Climate Smart Agriculture as a Solution to Transforming 
Food Systems  

The session was moderated by Mr. Saul Lopez with Dr James C. Murombedzi, Ms. Msamba 
Musonda, Mr. Dominic Amon Nyasulu and Oliver Chidkozole as panelists. 

The key outcomes of the meeting were: 

 The importance of universities to undertaking research in Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA)  

 Need to build critical alliances that allow universities to generate incomes from research 
activities 

 Increased collaboration on efforts geared towards addressing risks of climate change and 
challenges it poses to food security through CSA.  

 Strengthening of alliances with the Latin American region. 

 

Session 4: Cameroon, Central Africa; Role de la Femme dans l’Education Alimentaire des 
Enfants: quelle Enjeu Represente l’Education à l’Alimentation chez les enfants 

The moderator was Ms. Nala Muller while speakers were Ms. Sara Mbago-Bhunu, Mr. Claudien 
Iragi Hamuli, Ms. Sâadia Lakehal and Ms. Nabwalya Bwalya Vlahakis. 

The following were the outcomes: 

 Importance of nutrition-sensitive agriculture and provision on incentives like market access 
and linkages to farmers.  

 Need for stimulus packages to help rebuild food systems after COVID-19 pandemic  

 Enhancing access to microfinance for women and youth to fully participate in transforming 
food systems 
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Closing remarks 

A word of gratitude was expressed by the event convener Lily Singelengele (GAYO) to all the 
keynote speakers and participants. Ms.  Margarita Astralaga (moderator), Ntiokam Divine 
(CSAYN), Raphael Danglade (Africa Europe Partnership), Jane Lowicki-Zucca (Senior Youth 
Advisor within USAID’s Bureau for Resilience and Food Security), Edson Mpyisi (Chief 
Financial Economist Coordinator – Enable Youth Program African Development Bank Group), 
Dr. Florence Egal (UN Habitat), Manu Cosmos (IFAD), Sâadia Lakehal (Presidente founder, 
Global Women in Manufacturing and AgtTech ), Pauline Christian (CEO & President @best 
Lifestyle Inc. Canada) and Yahaya Husseni (FAO Nigeria Representative) all expressed their 
gratitude towards the event, the interactive discussions and the wide participation from around the 
world. 
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ANNEX 

AGENDA 

Run-of-Show 

13:45: Speakers join Zoom for pre-event chat with Ntiokam and the deputy moderators   

13:50: Ntiokam discusses with plenary panelists the objectives of the event  

13:59: Ntiokam gives 1-minute notice to go live  

14:00 -14:05 Welcoming remarks- Ntiokam Divine 

14:05 - 14:45 Plenary – Moderator Margarita Astralaga 

14:10-14:15 Dr. David Nabarro 

14:20-14:25 Dr. Martin Frick 

14:25-14:30 Dr. Janet Edeme  

14:30-14:35 Ms Christine Ciccone 

14:35-14:40 Dr. Abebe H. Gabriel 

14:40 -14:45 Ambassador Medi Moungui 

14.45-14.50 Ambassador Stéphane Gompertz 

14.50-14.55 Ambassador Ertharin Cousin 

14:55-16:00 

14:55-15:45 Panel discussion breakouts —Panelist answer questions posed by the moderator                                   
40mins 

Session 1: Kenya, East Africa; Challenges Facing Youth Engagement in Agriculture – Moderator: 
Mr. Morris Kirimi 

14:45-14:55 Speaker 1: Dr.Florence Egal  

14:55-15:05 Speaker 2: Mr. Edson Mpyisi 

15:05-15:15 Speaker 3: Ms. Jane Lowicki-Zucca 

15:15-15:25 Speaker 4: Ms.Tendai Rugare 

15.25-15.30     Speaker 5: Dr.Camilla Toulmin and Mr. Raphael Danglade 
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15:30 – 15: 45  General Discussion         
  

Session 2: Nigeria, West Africa; Adaptive Approaches for Food Systems Sustainability in Nigeria 

 Moderator:  Mr. Azeez Akanni    

14:45-14:50 Speaker 1: Dr. Adebisi Araba 

14:55-15:05 Speaker 2: Ms. Aline Mugisho 

15:05-15:15 Speaker 3: Samson Ogbole 

15:15-15:25 Speaker 4: Pauline Christian 

15:25 – 15:45  General Discussion 

Session 3: Venezuela, Latin America; Climate Smart Agriculture as a Solution to Transforming 
Food Systems Moderator: Mr. Saul Lopez  

14:45-14:50 Speaker 1: Dr James C. Murombedzi 

14:55-15:05 Speaker 2: Ms. Msamba Musonda 

15:05-15:15 Speaker 3: Mr. Dominic Amon Nyasulu 

15:15-15:25 Speaker 4: Mr. Oliver Chidkozole 

15:25-15:45  General Discussion 

Session 4: Cameroon, Central Africa; Role de la Femme dans l’Education Alimentaire des 
Enfants: quelle Enjeu Represente l’Education à l’Alimentation chez les enfants – Moderator : Ms. 
Nala Muller 

14:45-14:50 Speaker 1: Ms. Sara Mbago-Bhunu 

14:55-15:05 Speaker 2:Mr. Claudien Iragi Hamuli    

15:05-15:15 Speaker 3: Ms.Sâadia Lakehal 

15:15-15:25 Speaker 4: Ms.Nabwalya Bwalya Vlahakis 

15:25-15:45  General Discussion 

15:45- 15:55 Back to plenary  

Main messages from breakout sessions by moderator Lily Singelengele. 
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15:55- 16:00 concluding remarks   Ntiokam Divine
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